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Rir.hrd.Milm&Ims m'"‘ Ncar]y two frifllion people farm or ra;rlch in the Umted States and nearly 90 perce:nt of .

~'U.S. fartns ‘are opérated. by 111d1v1duals or. farmly corporatmns and more than-15- percsnt"'
. "of ‘the T.S8. papulanun i$ cmploycd in farm or ‘farm-related Jobs, mcludmz., prodiiction: ' o
© agriculture, farm mputs, processmg and markctmg, and-wholesale and retail salés, Thisis! ~ =

- a very valid' and’ TECCSSary - tule, the agncultural mduatry in the -State of Cahfomta hes -
"dane’.mnuch- to- réduce the .emission from’ diesel powered’ irrigation ‘engines. anid- the el
. agricultural commmnty in fhe San Joaquin Valley has raplaccd or retrofitted ‘over 2 300 el
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* Under'the USDA/NRCS Environmental Qualify’ Tncentives, Program (EQIP) is currently .o 7
. going to. replace 273 engines ‘in their voluntary program,  The mxpomtlon of New and.- .- .~ -
' Modified Source ‘Review.. with the potentlal for’ offsem and public notlcmg and . ..
S “.adrmmstratwe processing tunelmes on irrigation. engmes would hayc significant m:ganve L

- ~jmipact on crop producmm Im gation infernsl engine. pumps operate on: the farrn inthe: . .
' . 'samernannef as tractors, anid - mplcments e timely apphcanun of absmlulely necessany Lo
4LTONOLNIC pracﬁccs In this case'the appllcatlon of water is an absolute nacessn,y forthe .. .'flj
. growing. of crops, past, experience dictates that the federal bureaucracy not’ necessan]y S
. understands that 2" 24, hour delay. in ngahon cou]d cause the loss uf 3’ crop, and that e

: farmer wﬂl unablc to pass then' casts on to the customcrs ' . T
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+. Environmental Protectmn Agency, S IR
* Maildede: 6102Z7T, .
1200 Pennsylvama Ave ,NW.
.. Washington, DC, 20460 E T A
B AttcnnunDockel[D No OAR- 2003-0046; o R L e

. ,-'R : “LATE COM.MEN' i on DockﬁtID No OAR~2003 (2046
B Dear SlI‘(S.)

: EPA is proposmg to, rewse the deﬁmtlon of non—road engmes to mclude all dxesel- AR
‘. powered enginics used. in. agrmultural operations in- the- State of Cahforma thatare. = -~ . )
" gerfified by the engine’maker to meet the apphcable non—road emmission- standards.. Under P
- this propased rule; such engme,s would be considered non~road engines w1thout regaid m e
.. " whether these engines are portable er Uansporl:able or how long thesc engmes remain i - 0 ;
;"oncﬁxedlocatmnatafarm e : L O : SO

mgatlon puhp engines, thereby reducmg NO%-emissions by over 2, 500 tons, per year.

r,

' ]n out. OPIIIIOH, 1mposmg d tims, consurmm, a:nd bu:rclensome regulatery program on -
' prodiction agriculturé wasnot the intertion .of Congrcss We do not beheve thet it was™" "
' the intent. of our congrcssmnal representahvés fo impose & penmt issuance and, public'- . .
cominent time hne son.faxim production. For instance;. if 'an engine noeds to, bé replaced’ -
. i the crop . canrot ‘wait 45 days for. public commient, ‘or wait months for offsets to be "

'prowded ‘ofto subjcct farmers to." cnmmal prosecution for . replacmg or repamng an -

. irrd ganon pump whf:n hls cntm: llvehhood 1s depcndcnt o Watﬁfnng hls crop
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. The funcnun and miportance af an IC 1::1gat10n engme 1s thc game a§ a tractor, or 11a:rvester or- culhvator,._ AR
Cin agronomm prachces sven more $0 in that the cmp canno‘t sumve W:lthout water- L - :

e W'e support t}us rule mgahon ic. engmcs as. deﬂncd in ﬂ'ns ru]e are— nbnmad engmes suﬂ:able for o "
e regulzmon under mlc ]I of the Tedera] Clean Air Ac‘ﬁ - : : a

[y

o ,:: -'.Sn}(;erely, : ‘

- ManuelCunha Ir A
AR ..Premdent Cn



